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Letter from our Principal 

         KS4 Pathways 

 

February 2018 

Dear Y8 Student, 

KS4 Pathways 2018 

At Swinton Academy, the most important aspect of our KS4 options is that we offer you a broad and 

balanced curriculum; one that will allow you to develop your subject knowledge and skills in many different 

disciplines.  Our hope, then, is that by the time you reach the end of KS4 you have the necessary skills, 

experiences and qualifications to make informed decisions about the next stage of your academic career. 

Due to many subjects being compulsory your option choices are limited, so when making your choice I urge 

you to select a subject that you enjoy and will excel in.  All Y8 students will have an options interview with a 

member of the academy’s leadership team or a member of your year team.  Here we will be able to advise 

you if your career aspirations require you to study a particular GCSE course.  We are also happy to meet 

with your parents/carers at this important time. 

Along with your parents/carers, please read all the information within this booklet.  It will help you to 

understand the recent changes that have taken place linked to study at KS4.  It also offers information 

about the new GCSE grading system. 

I know that you have been looking at career options in tutorial time over the past few weeks.  Should you 

need any further information then please see your year team who will only be too happy to organise a 

careers interview for you. 

If you have any further questions about this process, I hope that you will be able to gain the answers during 

assemblies, the Y8 Consultation Evening and the Y8 Options Evening. 

We wish all our Y8 students the best of luck as they make the important transition into KS4 (Y9-11). 

Yours faithfully 

 

 Mrs R Hibberd 

Principal 

  

 

Swinton Academy 

Eunice Newton BEd BA MSc - ACET CEO 
 
Rebecca Hibberd BEd (Hons) MA - Principal 
 
James Graham BSc (Hons) PGCE - Assistant Principal 
 
Lorraine Hutson BA (Hons) PGCE - Vice Principal 
Andy Doyle BA (Hons) PGCE - Vice Principal 
 

Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in everyway 

East Avenue 
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Mexborough 
S64 8JW 
Tel: 01709 570 586 
Fax: 01709 571 563 
Email: enquiries@swintonacademy.org 
Web: www.swintonacademy.org 
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It is an exciting time for Y8 students.  We ask that parents/carers and students go through the information 

contained in this booklet together so you and your child will be able to discuss the courses that will be studied. 

The options process will be explained to all Y8 students during assembly.  Their deadline for returning their 

pathway forms is: Friday, 23rd March 2018. These will be given out during the options interviews, 

w/c 12th March 2018. 

 

New Style GCSE 

The Government have introduced a programme of GCSE reform, and all KS4 courses offered at Swinton 

Academy follow this new format.  Key features of the new GCSEs are: 

• All GCSE exams will be studied in a linear format and be taken in Summer 2021 

• There will be greater emphasis on spelling, punctuation and grammar 

• All courses will be more rigorous, demanding and challenging 

• There will be tiered exam papers in Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Languages 

• The grade scale for these new GCSEs now range from 9 to 1, with 9 being the highest.  From 2018, this 
will apply to all GCSEs and Technical qualifications. 

There are two main types of qualification, ‘GCSE’ and ‘Technical’. 

The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is a primarily exam-based qualification, which may 

include some coursework or practical work, depending on the nature of the subject. 

Technical qualifications result in a Level 2 qualification.  The final qualification is mainly based on coursework 

that takes place throughout the course but all Technical courses also feature an examined element. 
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KS4 Curriculum 

Our KS4 curriculum offers a wide range of subjects which provides you with a variety of 

academic and vocational courses to choose from.  It is important to read about the subjects 

mentioned in this booklet carefully as it will help you understand what is expected of you next 

year.  After September of the year you start your GCSEs you will not be able to change courses 

so please select carefully. 

Core Subjects 

There are some subjects that you have to study; these are compulsory subjects: 

 English Language and Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Science (Triple or Trilogy).  Your teachers will guide decisions about who will do triple 

and who will do Trilogy science 

 PE/Sport 

 Religious Studies 

 Geography or History 

 For some students, a Modern Foreign Language will also be compulsory. 

English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 

The EBacc is not a qualification in itself.  It is a particular group of GCSE subjects looked on 

favourably by Universities.  The Baccalaureate subjects are English, Maths, the Sciences 

(including Computer Science), History or Geography and a Modern Foreign Language.  You 

do not need to have studied all of these subjects to go to University but having your GCSE 

mix steered towards English Baccalaureate subjects will help to keep your options open. 

How to choose 

PLEASE CHOOSE SUBJECTS YOU: 

 Like and ones which excite, motivate and interest you 

 Feel might help you in the general career area that you are interested in, such as 

‘working with people’ or ‘using practical skills’. 

 Find out exactly what each course involves by reading this booklet 

 Ask your teachers for advice and support about courses that would be best for you. 

If I want to go on to study at Swinton Academy Post 16 in the future, which subjects 

would be best? 

There are no ‘best’ options to prepare you for further study.  Keep your options broad and 

balanced.  If you wish to study Post 16 at Swinton good passes in your KS4 courses are 

required. 

Can I change my mind later? 

The subjects you choose are for the next three years.  Therefore, it is very important that 

the right choice is made at the outset.  It is only in exceptional circumstances that students 

are permitted to change their courses but not after September of Y9. 
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Subject: 
English Language (1 GCSE) 
 
How will I be assessed? 
In-class assessment and trial examinations will be continuous throughout the three years. 
The qualification is 100% examination as follows: 
English Language Paper 1: Reading and Writing Fiction (1 hour 45 minutes) 
English Language Paper 2: Reading and Writing Non-Fiction (1 hour 45 minutes) 
Spoken Language presentation – a short speech / presentation / interview on a subject of your choice 
(between 3 and 5 minutes long). 
 
What will I learn? 
You will learn how to communicate in different environments and in different situations with different 
audiences. This is related to reading skills, writing skills, and verbal communication too. 

Your reading skills will be applied to short extracts from narratives (short stories and novels) to understand 
writers’ language choices and the way in which they structure their texts. You will also read and show your 
comprehension of texts such as letters, articles, and blogs from a variety of time periods, ranging from the 
19th century to present day. Terminology knowledge is also very important, but so is enjoyment of reading! 

Writing skills will be assessed such as the ability to write for a specific purpose, audience and in the correct 
format, as well as using correct structure such as paragraphing and sentence structure. You will write your 
own stories, pieces of description, as well as more real-life situations such as letters of application and 
newspaper articles. 

Punctuation and spelling will also be taught and assessed, counting for nearly a quarter of your overall 
marks. 
 
Why is this subject valuable? 
The Englishes are subjects you must pass at GCSE, but it is so much more than just something you have to 
do. The skills taught in whole class and small group discussion, as well as the ability to read and write 
independently, mean that you should leave the academy well equipped to deal with a variety of 
circumstances in the world of work, and in society. Communication is key, whether it be written, typed, or 
spoken, as well as the ability to understand surface and underlying meanings. 

Also, if you want to carry on to study Post-16 subjects such as English, History, Psychology, or Film Studies, 
it is useful from a communication and essay writing angle. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
 A good grasp of English is important in all aspects of life. However, this qualification will be especially 
useful for career choices such as teaching, working with children and vulnerable adults, journalism, retail, 
hospitality, theatre, and anything where you need to deal with people. 
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Subject: 
English Literature (1 GCSE) 
 
How will I be assessed? 
In-class assessment and trial examinations will be continuous throughout the three years. 
The qualification is 100% examination as follows: 
English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Prose Study (1 hour 45 minutes) 
English Literature Paper 2: Modern Text and Poetry (2 hours 15 minutes) 

 
What will I learn? 
You will learn how to read, understand, and respond to a variety of fictional texts. These include a 
Shakespeare play, a 19th century novel, a modern play, and a variety of seen and unseen poetry. 

You will read entire texts in lesson, tracking character development, themes, and structure. You will also 
learn about the times they were written in, and why the writers decided to write about these topics. There 
may even be the opportunity for some drama and role play to gain a better understanding of the text in 
front of you! 

Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are also assessed in two of the sections, as well as terminology still 
having a high importance in all elements. 

In Literature, you will also be required to write at length in the form of analytical and discursive essays, so 
we will help you to structure your responses and be confident in your knowledge of the texts. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
The Englishes are subjects you must pass at GCSE, but it is so much more than just something you have to 
do. The skills taught in whole class and small group discussion, as well as the ability to read and write 
independently, mean that you should leave the academy well equipped to deal with a variety of 
circumstances in the world of work, and in society. Communication is key, whether it be written, typed, or 
spoken, as well as the ability to understand surface and underlying meanings. 

Also, if you want to carry on to study Post-16 subjects such as English, History, Psychology, or Film Studies, it 
is useful from a communication and essay writing angle. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
 A good grasp of English is important in all aspects of life. 
However, this qualification will be especially useful for career choices 
such as teaching, working with children and vulnerable adults, 
journalism, retail, hospitality, theatre, and anything 
where you need to deal with people. 
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Subject: 
GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (2 GCSEs) 

 
How will I be assessed? 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics.  
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas  
(weighting 16.7% per paper) . 
Each exam is a written paper lasting 75 minutes. 
Questions are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

 
What will I learn? 
Paper 1 Biology topics: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 
Paper 2 Biology topics: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology 
Paper 1 Chemistry topics: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes 
Paper 2 Chemistry topics: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources. 
Paper 1 Physics topics: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure 
Paper 2 Physics topics : Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism Students will develop  
knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working scientifically completing a 
minimum of 21 required practicals throughout the GCSE course. 

Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE study in combined science provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all students should be 
taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Film and Video Editor, Food Tester, Food 
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Power Operator, Occupational Health Specialist, 
Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Dentist, 
Marine Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical Engineer, Marine Biologist, 
an endless list! 
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Subject: 
AQA GCSE Separate Biology 

How will I be assessed? 
There are two papers for GCSE Biology.  
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas  
(weighting 50% per paper) 
Each exam is a written paper lasting 1hr 45 minutes. 
Questions are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

 
What will I learn? 
Paper 1: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 
Paper 2: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working 
scientifically completing a minimum of 10 required practicals throughout the GCSE Biology course. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE study in biology provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all students should be 
taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.  
Following the separate sciences route provides a firm foundation for A levels and further study in Science. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Film and Video Editor, Food Tester, Food 
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Power Operator, Occupational Health Specialist, 
Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Dentist, 
Marine Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical Engineer, Marine Biologist, 
an endless list! 
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Subject: 
AQA GCSE Separate Chemistry 

How will I be assessed? 
There are two papers for GCSE Chemistry. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 
from distinct topic areas (weighting 50% per paper) 
Each exam is a written paper lasting 1hr 45 minutes. 
Questions are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

What will I learn? 
Paper 1: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; 
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes and Energy changes. 
Paper 2: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the 
atmosphere; and Using resources. 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working 
scientifically completing a minimum of 10 required practicals throughout the GCSE Chemistry course. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE study in chemistry provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all students should be 
taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. 
Following the separate sciences route provides a firm foundation for A levels and further study in Science. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Film and Video Editor, Food Tester, Food 
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Power Operator, Occupational Health Specialist, 
Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Dentist, Marine 
Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical Engineer, Marine Biologist, an endless list! 
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Subject: 
AQA GCSE Separate Physics 

How will I be assessed? 
There are two papers for GCSE Physics.  

Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas (weighting 50% per 

paper) 

Each exam is a written paper lasting 1hr 45 minutes. 

Questions are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

 
What will I learn? 
Paper 1: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter and Atomic structure. 

Paper 2: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism and Space physics. 

Students will develop knowledge and understanding in science through opportunities for working 

scientifically completing a minimum of 10 required practicals throughout the GCSE Physics course. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE study in physics provides the foundations for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all students should be 
taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. 
Following the separate sciences route provides a firm foundation for A levels and further study in Science. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Astronomer, Technician, Aviation, Chemist, Teacher, Electrician, Film and Video Editor, Food Tester, Food 
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Power Operator, Occupational Health Specialist, 
Physicist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Ship Captain, Sound Engineer, Doctor, Nurse, Pharmacist, Dentist, Marine 
Biologist, Veterinarian, Veterinary Nurse, Optician, Chemical Engineer, Marine Biologist, an endless list! 
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Subject: 
Mathematics 
 
How will I be assessed? 
3 x 1.5 hour examination papers at Foundation or Higher Level 

 
What will I learn? 
Just as languages provide the building blocks and rules we need to communicate, maths uses its own 
language, made up of numbers, symbols and formulas, to explore the rules we need to measure or identify 
essential problems like distance, speed, time, space, change, force and quantities. 
Maths helps us find patterns and structure in our lives. Practically, Maths helps us put a price on things, 
create graphics, build websites, build skyscrapers and generally understand how things work or predict 
how they might change over time and under different conditions. 
The topics covered are: 

 Number 
 Algebra 
 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
 Geometry and measures 
 Probability 
 Statistics 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
We use maths in every aspect of our lives at work and in practical everyday activities at home and beyond. 
We use maths when we go shopping or plan a holiday for example. Good numeracy is essential to us all, as 
patients understanding health information, as citizens making sense of statistics and economic news. 
Decisions in life are so often based on numerical information: to make the best choices, we need to be 
numerate. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Economist, Stockbroker, Accountant, Meteorologist, Statistician, Cashier, Salesperson, Architect, 
Bookmaker. 
(just about any job needs maths…..) 

         KS4 Pathways 



 

   

PE - GCSE 

11 

Subject: 
GCSE Edexcel Physical Education  
 
How will I be assessed? 
This course will be examined in 3 different ways: 
60% from two exams 
10% Controlled Assessment  
30% from 3 practical sports – 1 team and 2 individual sports or 2 team and 1 individual sport. This will 
assess how good your performance is in these sports both in an isolated practice and a competitive game. 
 

What will I learn? 
GCSE PE covers a vast amount of different topics based around the theory and science behind Sport. It also 
investigates into Fitness and the importance of fitness and sport and the benefits its can bring to peoples’ 
lives.  
Topics include: 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology 
Movement Analysis in sport  
Physical Training 
Health, fitness and wellbeing 
Sports Psychology 
Socio-cultural influences in sport 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE Physical Education creates an all-round academic and practical student with topics that can be 
related to biology, fitness, real life sporting situations and the theory behind athletes developments in 
sport. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Physical Education teacher, Sports Coach, Physiotherapy, Sports Psychologist, Sports Therapist, 
Fitness Instructor. 
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Subject: 
OCR Cambridge National Sport Science 

 
How will I be assessed? 
In this course you will have 1 theory lesson and 1Practical lesson per week. The course covers 4 Units, 
which are: 
R041 - Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries (Exam) 
R042 - Applying Principles of training 
R043 - The body’s response to Physical Activity 
R045 - Sports Nutrition 
1 Unit will be an external exam, the other 3 units will be assignment based work that is teacher assessed 
and then moderated by OCR. 
 

What will I learn? 
In this course you will learn about: 
R041 - Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries – what type of injuries there are in sport and how we can 
reduce the chance of injury and how we can treat injuries 
R042 - Applying Principles of training- this looks at the area of Fitness. It covers all the components of 
fitness and how to train, including methods of training. The course then covers Fitness testing and Fitness 
training, including designing your own fitness training programme and participating in this programme. 
R043 - The body’s response to Physical Activity – this unit covers the Body and how the body works when 
we exercise and how the body adapts to physical activity 
R045 - Sports Nutrition – this cover the importance of our diet and how what we eat can influence our 
everyday life and our sporting performance 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
PE OCR Sport is a subject that is accessible to everyone no matter how good you are at performing in 
Sport. It will give students the knowledge and practical skills that they can they adapt to their life, such as 
fitness training , how to avoid injury and how to eat well, all of which will contribute to leading an active 
and healthy life. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technical, University, Sports Scientist, Physical Education teacher/Coach, 

Physiotherapy/Sport Therapist, Sports Psychologist, Fitness Instructor. 

         KS4 Pathways 



 

   

Religious Studies 

13 

Subject: 
Religious Studies 
 

How will I be assessed? 
2 exams 
Paper 1. The Study of Religions: beliefs, teachings and practices   
50% of total GCSE 1 hour 45 minute paper  
Paper 2. Thematic Studies  
50% of total GCSE 1 hour 45 minute paper  
 

What will I learn? 
 
Paper 1. The Study of Religions: beliefs, teachings and practices   

a. The Beliefs and Practices of Christianity  
Students study topics such as: 
the nature of God, the Incarnation and Crucifixion, 
the afterlife and judgement worship, pilgrimage, festivals, 
the role of the Church in the local community. 
 

b. The Beliefs and Practices of Islam 
 Students study topics such as: 
the nature of God, angels,  life after death, 
Muhammad and the Holy Books, The Five Pillars, 
jihad, festivals including Ramadan and Ashura. 
 
Paper 2. Thematic Studies  
Religious and non-religious views on: 

 Relationships and Families 
Relationships, marriage and divorce, gender equality. 
Religion and Life 
The environment, the use and abuse of animals, abortion, euthanasia and life after death. 

 Religion, Peace and Conflict 
 Violent protest and terrorism, reasons for war, the just war, pacifism and peace making. 
 Religion, Crime and Punishment 

Reasons for crime, aims of punishment, treatment of criminals, forgiveness, corporal and capital 
punishment. 
 

Why is this subject valuable? 
Religious Education is valuable because it teaches young people to consider the variation in the world 
around them. It requires them to question their beliefs and values whilst learning how to argue efficiently. 
Being able to present a balanced argument is useful in many professions and for higher education. In 
modern Britain it is crucial to have wide knowledge of cultures and beliefs different from one’s own and RE 
in schools provides a safe environment to explore these differences. 
 

Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
An understanding of RE would be valuable in any job working with people, for example teaching, the 
police, medicine, social work, the Armed Forces 
It would also be valuable in careers which require an understanding of ethics and debate e.g. journalism, 
law and politics. 
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Subject: 
GCSE Geography Exam Board - AQA 

How will I be assessed? 
The course is assessed by 100% examination. 

There are three exams as follows: 

Paper 1 - Living with the physical environment 

1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 2 - Challenges in the human environment 

1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 3 - Geographical Applications (Issue evaluation and fieldwork) 

1 hour 15 minutes 
 

What will I learn? 
You will learn about a wide range of both physical and human themes which are relevant to our lives both 
today and in the future. Some of the topics you will learn about at GCSE are: 

 Earthquakes 

 Volcanoes 

 Tropical Storms 

 Extreme weather in the UK 

 Climate change 

 Tropical rainforests 

 Hot deserts 

 Rivers in the UK 

 Coasts in the UK 

 Mumbai in India – opportunities and challenges 

 London, our capital city - opportunities and challenges 

 Nigeria- a newly emerging economy 

 The challenge of resource management – global food supplies 
 

Why is this subject valuable? 
Geography is an extremely interesting and enjoyable subject to study as it is about what is happening in the 
world today. You will become more aware of the things which will influence your life in the future. 
Geography is not just about learning about interesting people and exciting places, it also involves getting out 
of the classroom and experiencing these for yourself; as part of this course you will complete fieldwork in 
Castleton and at Burbage Brook (river study) in the Peak District.  

In Geography you will also develop a wide range of skills such as; maps skills, ICT / GIS (geographical 
information systems), data presentation, investigation, maths and statistical skills. 

A GCSE grade in Geography indicates to employers that you have a wide range of skills, you show resilience 
and adaptability. 
 

Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Geography graduates have one of the highest rates of employment. Careers include: Town planning, 

Surveyor, Geographical Information Systems officer, Meteorologist – weather forecaster, School teacher, 

Accountancy, Law, ICT and software development, Armed services. 
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Subject: 
History GCSE – Edexcel 

 
How will I be assessed? 
There are 4 units to be studied, which will be assessed in 3 examinations.  There is no coursework 
element.  
 
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment - 1hour 15 minutes 
Paper 2: Period study and British depth study - 1 hour 45 minutes 
Paper 3: Modern depth study - 1 hour 20 minutes  
 
The exams contain a variety of questions from 4 mark shorter ones to 20 mark extended answer 
questions. Throughout the three year course you will be assessed regularly by topic tests.  
 

What will I learn? 
The Historical topics covered are: 

 Medicine in Britain, c1250–present 

 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88 

 Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

You will develop key skills such as: empathy, change, continuity and understanding of the wider world. 
History shows how the world has changed and gives an understanding of our contemporary world. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
History is valuable for learning about how the world has developed and enables you to make links 
between past and present. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
History can lead to a variety of careers: 

 Law 

 Teaching 

 Museum work 

 Archaeology 

 History novelist 
You could even be a History blogger! 
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Subject: 

GCSE French 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Students will sit terminal exams in the four skill areas of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing – all of which will be equally weighted 
(25% per skill area).  
 
Students can choose to sit the papers at foundation level (with access up to grade 5) or higher (with access from grade 4 - 9) but must sit the same tier for 
all elements of the exam.  
 
The Listening exam will require students to respond to questions and demonstrate an understanding of clear standard speech, noting details, opinions, 
past, present and future tenses and also deducing meaning from a variety of short passages.  
 
The Speaking exam will involve communicating and interacting effectively in speech, using accurate pronunciation and intonation to be understood by a 
native speaker. Students will take part in a short conversation, asking and answering questions, exchanging opinions, conveying information and narrating 
events to express and justify their own thoughts and points of view. The test will consist of 3 parts: describing a photo, a role play and general 
conversation covering 2 themes.  
 
The Reading exam will require students to understand and respond to different types of written language (including authentic materials) to identify the 
overall message, key points, details and opinions (recognising the relationship between past, present and future events). A new skill will also be examined 
under the new specification – translation; where students need to translate a short passage from the assessed language into English. 
 
The Writing exam will involve writing short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey meaning and exchange information, 
presenting facts, ideas and opinions appropriately for different purposes (to interest, inform or convince) and in different settings using a variety of 
vocabulary and grammatical structures, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events. Translation of sentences and short texts 
from English into the assessed language to convey key messages accurately will also be examined on this paper. 
 
What will I learn? 
Context and purposes:  
GCSE specifications will require you to understand and use language across a range of topics, appropriate to your age, interests, and maturity levels. The 
topics covered include:  
• identity and culture  
• local, national, international and global areas of interest  
• current and future study and employment  
 
An addition to the new specification is that authentic literary texts, such as poems, letters, short stories, essays, novels or plays from contemporary and 
historical sources, will be used in teaching. This will enhance your intercultural understanding, promote language learning and develop a range of skills.  
 
Other cross-curricular skills you will develop:  

• Confidence – to give a presentation to an individual or a group of people  
• Adaptability – responding in different ways to different people in new situations  
• Literacy – using English to work out the meaning of unknown foreign language words  
• Numeracy – understanding exchange rates and foreign currency  
• ICT skills - using social media and latest technology,  
• Inter-cultural understanding – appreciating the culture and traditions of different countries 
 
Why is this subject valuable? 
The GCSE specification in French aims to enable students to:  
• Develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and writing  
• Listen to and understand language, deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary  
• Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and respond to a rich range of 
   authentic spoken and written material  
• Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. 

 Broaden their horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world.  
• Develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further language study to use in school, higher education, employment 
or socially. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
How will this course help me in the future?  
• Many companies are looking for employees who have foreign language qualifications to work in positions both in the UK and abroad.  
• Many higher education courses include a language element (e.g. business studies, engineering, IT) and also offer the opportunity to study abroad as part 
of your degree.  
• Learning one language can help you to learn another more easily in the future.  
• You will be able to communicate with young people from all over the world (e.g. by e-mail, Skype or in person whilst abroad on holiday).  
• Learning a language empowers you to raise the profile of your own country.  
• You won’t turn into one of those adults who say “I wish I could speak a foreign language!” 
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Subject: 

GCSE Spanish 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Students will sit terminal exams in the four skill areas of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing – all of which will be equally weighted (25% per 
skill area).  
Students can choose to sit the papers at foundation level (with access up to grade 5) or higher (with access from grade 4 - 9) but must sit the same 
tier for all elements of the exam.  
The Listening exam will require students to respond to questions and demonstrate an understanding of clear standard speech, noting details, 
opinions, past, present and future tenses and also deducing meaning from a variety of short passages.  
The Speaking exam will involve communicating and interacting effectively in speech using accurate pronunciation and intonation to be understood 
by a native speaker. Students will take part in a short conversation, asking and answering questions, exchanging opinions, conveying information 
and narrating events to express and justify their own thoughts and points of view. The test will consist of 3 parts: describing a photo, a role play 
and general conversation covering 2 themes.  
The Reading exam will require students to understand and respond to different types of written language (including authentic materials) to 
identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions (recognising the relationship between past, present and future events). A new skill 
will also be examined under the new specification – translation;  where students need to translate a short passage from the assessed language into 
English. 
The Writing exam will involve writing short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey meaning and exchange 
information presenting facts, ideas and opinions appropriately for different purposes (to interest, inform or convince) and in different settings 
using a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events. Translation of 
sentences and short texts from English into the assessed language to convey key messages accurately will also be examined on this paper. 
 
What will I learn? 
GCSE specifications will require you to understand and use language across a range of topics, appropriate to your age, interests, and maturity 
levels. The topics covered include:  
• identity and culture  
• local, national, international and global areas of interest  
• current and future study and employment  
An addition to the new specification is that authentic literary texts, such as poems, letters, short stories, essays, novels or plays from 
contemporary and historical sources, will be used in teaching. This will enhance your intercultural understanding, promote language learning and 
develop a range of skills.  
Other cross-curricular skills you will develop:  
• Confidence – to give a presentation to an individual or a group of people  
• Adaptability – responding in different ways to different people in new situations  
• Literacy – using English to work out the meaning of unknown foreign language words  
• Numeracy – understanding exchange rates and foreign currency  
• ICT skills - using social media and latest technology,  
• Inter-cultural understanding – appreciating the culture and traditions of different countries 
 
Why is this subject valuable? 
The GCSE specification in Spanish aims to enable students to:  
• Develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and writing  
• Listen to and understand language, deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary  
• Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and  
written material. 
• Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and communities where the language is spoken.  

 Broaden their horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world.  
• Develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further language study to use in school, higher education,  
employment or socially. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
• Many companies are looking for employees who have foreign language qualifications to work in positions both in the UK and abroad.  
• Many higher education courses include a language element (e.g. business studies, engineering, IT) and also offer the opportunity to study abroad 
as part of your degree.  
• Learning one language can help you to learn another more easily in the future.  
• You will be able to communicate with young people from all over the world (e.g. by e-mail, Skype or in person whilst abroad on holiday).  
• Learning a language empowers you to raise the profile of your own country.  

• You won’t turn into one of those adults who say “I wish I could speak a foreign language!” 
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Subject: 
GCSE Art (Fine Art) 
 

How will I be assessed? 
40% Examination (10 hours) including preparation period (3 months) 
60% Portfolio of work (Several projects which include researching artists, developing skills, artistic 
experimentation and original final pieces) 
 

What will I learn? 
Students will develop a wide range of skills in a wide range of artistic media. They will have opportunities 
to practice skills repeatedly to gain expertise. Students will research a wide range of artists, demonstrating 
a deep understanding of their work through their own artistic experimentation. Students will be inspired 
by the work of artists to create their own original work which demonstrates the range and depth of their 
ability. Students will need to manage their time effectively, working with a high degree of independence 
and adding to their portfolio in their own time. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
This subject provides an opportunity to build on artistic skills and become a more creative thinker. Art 
enables a deeper understanding of different people and cultures by analysing the way people express their 
emotions and ideas. It enriches lives and provides a strong foundation for all creative careers. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Creative and digital media (a current boom industry in South Yorkshire), architecture, graphic design, 

fashion, illustrator, artist. 
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Subject: 
GCSE Business Studies 

 
How will I be assessed? 
Theme 1: Investigating small businesses - examination (50%) - a ninety-mark paper, with questions being a mixture of calculations, multiple-choice, 
data response, short answer, extended writing, and scenario based questions: 
 

 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

 spotting a business opportunity 

 putting a business idea into practice 

 making the business effective 

 understanding the external influences on business 
 
Theme 2: Building a business - examination (50%) - a ninety-mark paper, with questions being a mixture of calculations, multiple-choice, 
data response, short answer, extended writing, and scenario based questions: 
 

 growing the business 

 making marketing decisions 

 making operational decisions 

 making financial decisions 

 making human resources decisions 
 
What will I learn? 
You will be introduced to the world of small businesses and will look at what makes someone a successful business person. You will find out how to 
develop an idea, spot an opportunity and turn that into a successful business. You will understand how to make a business effective and manage money. 
You will also see how the world around us affects small business and all the people involved. In Theme 2, you will learn more about how small businesses 
are developed and discover how businesses promote themselves and keep their customers happy. You will learn how businesses manage both their 
finances and the people who work for them. 

Why is this subject valuable? 
A qualification in Business can be a good starting point for a wide range of roles within an office or ‘business’ environment. Every organisation that 
makes something or provides a service needs people in the roles outlined below. If you’re a good team player, have strong communication skills, and 
enjoy planning and organising your work and other people, then this type of work might be a suitable choice for you. Lots of general roles occur within 
an office environment. These include: 
Admin assistant: This will involve general tasks within an office, such as using a PC, data inputting, staffing reception and dealing with customer 
enquiries. 
Personal assistant: This involves working very closely with a senior member of staff to provide them with admin support. 
Office or business manager: This usually involves managing a team of people to make sure all admin work is being delivered efficiently. 
Chief Executive or Managing Director: This is the most senior person who has overall responsibility. They often negotiate business deals and contracts, as 
well as making decisions about the future direction of the business 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Sales: Once a product has been made, someone has to sell this to the customers. This might involve lots of travel, sometimes overseas, or attending 
conventions and events. 
Buyer / procurement: Every business which makes things needs materials to make them from. How about agreeing deals to buy these raw materials? 
These deals are often vital to the finance of the business. This might also involve lots of travel to visit suppliers to monitor the quality of the goods you’re 
buying. 
Marketing and advertising: This links with the sales team, but how about planning marketing campaigns, buying advertising space, or analysing 
information about how best to ‘sell’ your product? 
Finance, banking and accountancy: Enjoy working with numbers, meeting people, and agreeing deals? A ‘business’ qualification can be a starting point 
for further training for the finance industry. 
Human Resources: This involves the recruitment, retention, and dismissal of staff. It also involves working with trade unions to agree the conditions of 
staff employment. An excellent knowledge of employment law will be required. 
Logistics: Businesses move and store huge amounts of stock. Doing this efficiently is essential. How about planning what is needed and when? You see 
thousands of HGVs every day on the motorway; who decides where they’re going? 
 

 A business qualification could also provide a starting point for a career in; managing premises and property, or business consultancy where you’ll advise 
others how to run their business more effectively. 
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Subject: 
BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Business 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award is a level 2 qualification; 
however, it is graded at  
Level 2 Pass 
Level 2 Merit 
Level 2 Distinction 
Level 2 Distinction* 
Level 1  
Unclassified 
You will study a total of four units for this qualification. 75% of the course requires students to study three units which will 
be coursework and based around businesses that students are familiar with. One unit is a compulsory core unit. 
25 per cent of the qualification includes an externally assessed finance unit. This will assist learners as they progress either 
into higher levels of vocational learning, or to related academic qualifications such as GCEs and GCSEs. Pearson sets and 
marks these assessments. 
 
What will I learn? 
Internal assessment (coursework) 
Enterprise in the Business World  
This unit explores what businesses do, trends that affect them, how they operate and the factors that influence their 
success. You will explore different types of business ownership and how these relate to the size and scale of a business, as 
well as how the type of ownership impacts on the responsibilities of the owners of a business. Combined with looking at 
types of business model, you can begin to understand how diverse the world of business is. 
 
Promoting a Brand 
You will find out what it takes to build a brand and what a business has to consider when planning brand development. 
You will investigate the importance of branding to a business, the types of branding that are available and why businesses 
need to review and update their brands. 
 
Recruitment, Selection and Employment  
You will be introduced to the variety of job roles that exist within businesses and the various functions that are performed 
by individual roles, as well as the types of organisational structures used in businesses. 
 
External assessment (online exam) 
Finance for Business  
You will explore the types of costs that businesses incur, from the initial start-up costs involved in setting up a business to 
the ongoing daily costs of running the business. You will then explore the ways in which the sale of products and services 
generates revenue, so that you can develop your understanding of profit. 
 
Why is this subject valuable? 
BTEC Business develops an essential core of knowledge and applied skills. The course has been developed in consultation 
with employers and educators to give learners the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of a 
vocational sector. 
English and mathematics skills are practised throughout the course. 
BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where learners develop knowledge and understanding by applying their 
learning and skills in a work-related context. BTECS enable you to take responsibility for your own learning and to develop 
skills that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include: team working; working from a prescribed brief; 
working to deadlines; presenting information effectively and accurately completing administrative tasks and processes. 
BTEC Firsts motivate learners and open doors to progression into further study and responsibility within the workplace. 
 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
You would be aiming to move into entry-level roles, such as assistants in business administration, marketing, finance, 
human resources, sales and customer service. 
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Subject: 
Computer Science 

 
How will I be assessed? 
40% Computer Systems: written examination  
40% Computational Thinking: written examination  
20% Programming Project: controlled assessment 
 

What will I learn? 
• You will develop understanding of current and emerging technologies. 
• You will acquire and apply knowledge, technical skills, and understanding of algorithms and 
programming. 
You will develop skills in: 
• collaborative working  
• critical thinking, analysis and problem solving  
• programming  
• using and creating algorithms  
• creative design  
• evaluation  
 

Why is this subject valuable? 
Computer science develops valuable thinking and programming skills that are extremely attractive in the 
modern workplace. This is a course that has real relevance in our modern world. GCSE computing is 
designed to allow seamless progression onto computing related A-Level courses.  
 
Students who are considering a career within the IT industry have been successful in apprenticeship 
applications following completion of this course. It will give you an in-depth understanding on how 
computer technology works and a look at what goes on behind the scenes. 
 
You will investigate computer programming, develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills.  
 
Whether you want to continue in education, or enter into employment, this course will provide you with 
all of the ICT skills you will require in the future. 
 

Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
 Software application developer, Computer systems analyst, Software systems developer, 
 Web developer, Network systems administrator, Database administrator. 

Whether you want to continue in education, or enter into employment, this course will provide you with 
all of the ICT skills you will require in the future. 
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Subject: 
Level 2 Diploma in Constructing the Built Environment 
 

How will I be assessed? 
25% Written examination (safety and security in the construction industry) 

50% Practical skills for the construction industry 

25% Written work (planning construction projects) 

 

Students will produce practical evidence of their skills and a written portfolio to support this. The course is 
‘hands-on’ but at least one hour each week will be spent doing non-workshop activities. 
 

What will I learn? 
Students will develop a wide range of skills which will equip them for working in the construction industry 
including a variety of joinery skills, bricklaying, decorating and basic electrical work. They will understand 
the requirements for safe working on a construction site and gain insight into the planning and logistics of 
construction projects. They will need to communicate clearly in written English, work with accuracy and 
take a keen interest in construction trades. 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
This subject provides an excellent foundation of skills and knowledge for students considering a career in a 
manual trade. It encompasses planning skills which transfer to a range of professions. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
This course provides excellent preparation for trade apprenticeships and all careers in the wider 
construction industry. 
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Subject: 
Drama 

 
How will I be assessed? 
Component 1 - An open book written exam of 1 hour & 45 minutes - 40% 
Component 2 - A devised drama performance with a piece of coursework analysing and evaluating 
students’ choices of stimuli and the planning, rehearsing and performance of the piece - 40%. This 
component will be marked by your teacher and moderated by an AQA examiner. 
Component 3 - A performance of two extracts from one play - 20%. This component will be marked by an 
external AQA examiner. 
 

What will I learn? 
As well as essential performance skills, you will study a play, usually Blood Brothers and explore, through 
performance, the decisions that playwrights, directors, actors and other theatrical professionals make. You 
will learn to write about this through analysis and evaluation. 

You will learn to act in different theatrical styles and perform your devised and scripted pieces to 
audiences; both in lessons and after school.  As well as learning about the theatre, you will be going to see 
inspiring theatre productions! 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
GCSE Drama is not just about acting. The course inevitably covers all sorts of transferable skills that will be 
useful throughout life: communication, presentation/public speaking, group/team and leadership skills, 
problem solving, time management, initiative and the ability to work to a deadline and get it right first 
time (there are no re-runs!) You will be asked to improvise on a number of occasions so you will develop 
the ability to think on your feet which will help you develop the skills to take the initiative in any situation. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Drama is a subject to take if you want a job in the entertainment industry, in front of an audience or 
behind the scenes. It is also relevant to people who are interested in culture or social issues and careers. It 
will boost your confidence so will help you in any job that requires public speaking or entails 
communication skills. 

As well as career choices that require empathy, drama encourages critical thinking skills, which are useful 
in careers in management, law, teaching, nursing, and many more! 
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Subject: 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 
How will I be assessed? 
50% Written theory examination 
35% Cooking skills 
15% Written portfolio (planning, research and analysis) 
 
The course is much more than ‘cooking’. You will also be tested on your knowledge of food science and 
nutrition. There is a significant written element as well as practical work. 
 

What will I learn? 
Students will develop skills for working in professional kitchens and the wider food industry. They will 
devise and conduct scientific investigations into the role of a range of ingredients. They will need a strong 
foundation of scientific understanding; an interest in the food industry at a technical and commercial level; 
a willingness to try new flavours; a good level of written English and a willingness to bring in cooking 
ingredients most weeks. 
 

Why is this subject valuable? 
This subject provides a rigorous preparation for and insight into the food industry in the 21st century. 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Food scientist, food research and development, caterer, chef. 
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Subject: 
OCR Cambridge National Health & Social Care 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The course covers 4 Units, 3 of which will be internally teacher assessed units that will then be moderated 
by OCR. There will be 1 unit that is a 1 hour exam that will be marked by OCR.  
 

What will I learn? 
In this course you will learn about: 

R021: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings (EXAM) 
R022: Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings  
R023: Understanding body systems and disorders  
R031: Using basic first aid procedures 

 
Why is this subject valuable? 
OCR Health & Social Care is useful for anyone who wants a career which involves working and looking after 
other people. 
Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social Care will equip learners with sound specialist knowledge and 
skills for everyday use. They will also challenge all learners, including high attaining learners, by 
introducing them to demanding material and skills; encouraging independence and creativity; providing 
tasks that engage with the most taxing aspects of the National Curriculum (including Values of Care and 
the current legislation requirements and the importance of softer skills such as communication skills to 
ensure individuals right to independence and dignity). 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Health & Social Care 
Working in NHS – variety of roles 
Nursing, Care Home, Social Worker, Occupational therapists 
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Subject: 
Music 

 
How will I be assessed? 
Component 1 - Exam paper with listening exercises and written questions using excerpts of music from 
throughout music history - 40% 
Component 2 - Music performance, both ensemble and solo - 30% (teacher-assessed and externally 
moderated by an AQA examiner). 
Component 3 - Composition, both free choice and composition to a brief.  30%. Students will be composing 
their own music, which will be teacher-assessed and externally moderated by an AQA examiner. 
 

What will I learn? 
You will learn about music from all periods and genres including: Western Classical, Broadway theatre, film 
and gaming, rock and pop, Latin and Jazz, and many more! 
You will learn to compose music in a variety of styles and your final composition can be in any musical type 
you like. 
All GCSE Music students are currently offered free lessons from our peripatetic music teachers on any 
instrument they want, including singing, piano, percussion, brass, guitar, woodwind and strings.  You can 
perform any style of music you choose, both as a group and on your own. 
 

Why is this subject valuable? 
Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. GCSE 
music offers students the chance to study a wide range of musical genres, with many opportunities for 
practical learning. AQA Music GCSE brings theory, listening and composition to life in new and engaging 
ways and links to the world around us. We know that every student has different learning styles and musical 
tastes and GCSE Music values all music styles, skills and instruments. Broaden your mind and develop a love 
of all music with a qualification that students of all abilities and backgrounds will enjoy. 
Music helps relieve stress, gives you a sense of achievement, and improves patience, memory, time 
management skills and creativity! 

 
Career choices where this subject would be valuable: 
Obviously, this GCSE leads into many musical careers, including performing, teaching, composing, music 
technology, arts administration, music therapy and many more.  However, music can aid you in all aspects of 
life, both professionally, socially, mentally, and emotionally. 
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